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##
##

## Model Lab School  
Core Competency Transfer Goals Skills (Rubric Row 

Criterion)
Level 4 (A) Level 3 (B) Level 2 (C) Level 1 (D) 

1 Inquiry, Communication, and 
Data Analytics

Plan and conduct sustained research 
investigations using appropriate tools 
and media.

Inquiry  Question Develops a focused, measurable question that 
addresses a gap in existing knowledge and 
describes the purpose of inquiry

Develops a focused,  measurable question or 
describes purpose of inquiry

Uses an existing or given question that is 
measurable

2 Inquiry, Communication, and 
Data Analytics

Plan and conduct sustained research 
investigations using appropriate tools 
and media.

 Method and Design Identifies alternate/multiple methods or 
approaches to address the question/purpose

Provides a logical rationale for research 
design/method by explaining the alignment 
between the chose approach, method, or process 
and the research question / project

Describes in detail an appropriate replicable 
approach, method, or process

Provides an incomplete description of the 
method

3 Inquiry, Communication, and 
Data Analytics

Read, analyze,  and evaluate sources 
and information in qualitative, non-
fiction texts, including primary and 
secondary sources.

Author's Claim  Describes the author's claim (e.g., idea and 
perspective) and purpose.

Describes the main idea or thesis Describes  the general purpose or gist Identifies the literal topic

4 Inquiry, Communication, and 
Data Analytics

Read, analyze,  and evaluate sources 
and information in qualitative, non-
fiction texts, including primary and 
secondary sources.

Author's Reasoning Explains how the reasoning justifies the claim Describes the line of reasoning of an argument

5 Inquiry, Communication, and 
Data Analytics

Read, analyze,  and evaluate sources 
and information in qualitative, non-
fiction texts, including primary and 
secondary sources.

Author's Evidence Explains the relevance of evidence in relation to 
the writer's claim

Describes the evidence that supports a line of 
reasoning

Describes evidence that relates to the purpose or 
gist.

Identifies information about the topic.

6 Inquiry, Communication, and 
Data Analytics

Read, analyze,  and evaluate sources 
and information in qualitative, non-
fiction texts, including primary and 
secondary sources.

Evaluation of Sources Identifies and selects relevant and sufficient 
sources that have been reviewed or corroborated 
by other credible sources.

Identifies and selects sources that have been 
reviewed or corroborated by other credible 
sources.

Identifies and draws upon multiple sources of 
information.

7 Inquiry, Communication, and 
Data Analytics

Analyze and interpret quantitative 
data and information represented in 
tables, charts, graphs, maps, and 
infographics.

Visual Data: Analyzing Draws a conclusion from how the data are 
presented visually or makes a prediction based 
on the data presented

Explains a relationship presented in the visual Accurately describes the data and what it 
depicts.

8 Inquiry, Communication, and 
Data Analytics

Analyze quantitative data and 
perform statistical tests on the data 
to draw conclusions.

Quantitative Analysis: 
Conclusions

Uses data to predict results in similar situations Uses data to evaluate a hypothesis Accurately describes collected data Presents data without description

9 Inquiry, Communication, and 
Data Analytics

Represent quantitative data and 
information visually through tables, 
charts, graphs, maps, and 
infographics.

Visual Data: Presentation Purposefully selects the format to display data 
that is appropriate for intended 
audience/accurate and accurately  labels,  scales, 
and titles  data 

Displays data in an appropriate format and 
accurately  labels,  scales, and titles  data 

Accurately  labels,  scales, and titles  data Displays raw data

10 Inquiry, Communication, and 
Data Analytics

Develop logical and valid evidence-
based written arguments.

Written Argument: Claim States an arguable or debatable claim that 
conveys an idea and perspective that especially 
insightful, persuasive, or compelling

States an arguable or debatable claim that 
conveys an idea and perspective

States a thesis that is factual rather than 
arguable.

11 Inquiry, Communication, and 
Data Analytics

Develop logical and valid evidence-
based written arguments.

Written Argument: 
Evidence

Provides sufficient and relevant evidence to 
support the claim for all reasons.

Provides sufficient and relevant evidence to 
support the claim for most  reasons

Provides facts, details, information relevant  to 
topic or thesis

Provides facts, details, information about  the 
topic.

12 Inquiry, Communication, and 
Data Analytics

Develop logical and valid evidence-
based written arguments.

Written Argument: 
Reasoning & 
Organization  

Justifies the claim through a logical and 
especially persuasive line of reasoning.

Presents a purposeful organization of logical and 
sufficient reasons to justify the claim.

Provides related but not sufficient reasons to 
support the writer's thesis, but

Summarizes information

13 Inquiry, Communication, and 
Data Analytics

Develop logical and valid evidence-
based written arguments.

Written Argument: 
Commentary

Explains how the reasons and evidence justify 
the claim.

Explains how the evidence relates to a logical 
line of reasoning

  

14 Inquiry, Communication, and 
Data Analytics

Develop logical and valid evidence-
based written arguments.

Written Arguments: 
Coherence

Logically and effectively links and connects 
reasons, evidence, and commentary through 
transitional elements that reveal realationships 
leading to the claim

Selects transitions to show the purpose and 
indicates a relationship between parts of the 
argument or pieces of evidence.

Uses basic, often single word, transitions.

15 Inquiry, Communication, and 
Data Analytics

Develop logical and valid evidence-
based written arguments.

Written Argument: 
Sources

Synthesizes multiple points of view Incorporates multiple points of view Incorporates multiple sources Draws upon a single source or an inappropriate 
or irrelevant source

16 Inquiry, Communication, and 
Data Analytics

Develop logical and valid evidence-
based written arguments.

Written Argument: 
Citation

Accurately and appropriately cites, attributes, 
and/or cites all sources of information used

Acknowledges and  attributes all sources of 
information and accurately cites most of the 
sources.

Acknowledges, attributes, and/or cites most 
sources of information used
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17 Inquiry, Communication, and 

Data Analytics
Communicate  a perspective using 
appropriate media to a targeted 
audience for a particular situation. 

Presentation: Audience 
Engagement

 Carefully selects, for a targeted audience and/or 
situation, delivery techniques (e.g., eye  contact, 
vocal variety, emphatic gestures, movement), 
coupled with a dynamic (e.g., adapts / responds 
to audience)execution of those techniques, 
enhances the communication

The delivery is prepared/rehearsed and draws 
upon delivery techniques that do not detract 
from communication

The delivery elements (e.g., eye contact, vocal 
variety, emphatic gesture, movement) hamper 
or detract from the delivery

18 Inquiry, Communication, and 
Data Analytics

Communicate  a perspective using 
appropriate media to a targeted 
audience for a particular situation. 

Presentation: Media & 
Design

The presentation/ design elements is/are   
integrated and appropriately referred to during 
presentation.

The presentation's design aligns well with and 
effectively contextualizes the information.  The 
presentation, including selection and emphasis of 
information, is designed for audience situation, 
medium, an/or  purpose.  

Employs principles of design but those choices 
don't necessarily enhance or connect to the 
overall message

The presentation's design does little to 
effectively convey the information. There is little 
evidence of purpose, selection or emphasis of 
information to suit audience, situation, medium, 
or purpose (e.g., too much  content on slides, too 
much for given time, not appropriate for 
genre/medium)

19 Inquiry, Communication, and 
Data Analytics

Strategically select and employ 
purposeful rhetorical and correct 
syntactical choices. 

Communication: Word 
Choice

Uses discipline specific vocabulary correctly and 
tailors to audience and/or context to convey a 
specific tone

Uses discipline specific vocabulary correctly but 
doesn't tailor to audience's needs or context

20 Inquiry, Communication, and 
Data Analytics

Strategically select and employ 
purposeful rhetorical and correct 
syntactical choices. 

Communication:  
Sentences and Grammar

Tailors language  and precise word choice for a 
particular audience and/or situation; constructs a 
variety of purposeful and effective sentences

Uses a variety of sentence structures  Writes simple sentences

21 Quantitative and Computational 
Reasoning

Analyze a real-world mathematical 
problem and determine a method and 
the tools needed for solving it. 

Problem Analysis: 
Methods and Tools

Logically justifies multiple tools, approaches, 
and/or methods to solve the problem

Logically justifies  the method and tools used to 
solve the problem

Uses a procedure to accurately solve the problem Identifies an appropriate tool, procedure, or 
method.

22 Quantitative and Computational 
Reasoning

Translate mathematical information 
from a single representation or across 
multiple representations. 

Translation: 
Representation 
(Mathematical)

Presents the interpretation in multiple ways Interprets the translation of the data. Uses a process or procedure to represent 
quantitative to visual or visual to quantitative

Recognizes that mathematical information can 
be represented.

23 Quantitative and Computational 
Reasoning

Construct viable mathematical 
arguments. 

Math Arguments: 
Conjecture  

Manipulates variables to make a prediction, 
support an mathematical argument, and/or to 
extrapolate.

Makes a hypothesis, conjecture, or claim.

24 Quantitative and Computational 
Reasoning

Construct viable mathematical 
arguments. 

Math Arguments: Proof  Uses appropriate rules, theorems, postulates to 
logically justify the claim, hypothesis, and/or 
conjecture in the most efficient process, method, 
or strategy

Uses appropriate rules, theorums,and/or 
postulates to explain the reasoning of others

Identifies an example from a definition

25 Quantitative and Computational 
Reasoning

Evaluate the reasoning and validity of 
a mathematical argument or method. 

Math Eval: Reasoning Justifies the reasoning and validity of the method 
or procedure

Compares multiple methods, strategies, 
procedures to support or disprove the logic or 
reasoning of another's argument.

Replicates and/or confirms the strategies, 
procedures, and/or methods of another's 
argument.

26 Quantitative and Computational 
Reasoning

Identify and make use of structure 
and patterns in authentic 
mathematical contexts.

Mathematical Structures: 
Patterns

Makes predictions or solves the problem 
applying multiple units or contexts.

Identifies the most important or relevant 
attributes and/or characteristics for comparisons 
of items for the mathematical context.

Sorts/groups items with similar patterns and/or 
structures within a mathematical context

Identifies structures and/or patterns of items 
within a mathematical context.

27 Quantitative and Computational 
Reasoning

Attend to precision, using appropriate 
notation and mathematical 
conventions.

Math Precision: Accuracy Provides an accurate solution appropriate for the 
context (e.g. units, notation)

Provides an accurate solution.

28 Quantitative and Computational 
Reasoning

Write and implement program code 
by applying logic and rules to achieve 
outcomes or results.

Comp Thinking: Creating 
Code

Writes and implements code that is inclusive for 
multiple contexts for that underlying function or 
purpose.

Writes and implements code that achieves an 
outcome of similar contexts

Writes code to perform the specific task needed 
to achieve the outcome

Copies and/or adapts  simplistic code

29 Quantitative and Computational 
Reasoning

Analyze program code to explain the 
behavior and conditions that produce 
results in a program.

Comp Thinking: 
Analyzing Code

Corrects errors within program code to achieve 
the intended purpose.

Describes the purpose and outcome of program 
code

Indicates the possible outcome of a sequence of 
program code with more than one instance.

Indicates the possible outcome of a sequence of 
program code.

30 Scientific Inquiry Analyze and explain scientific 
concepts, processes, and models in 
real-world contexts.

Concepts and Processes 
in Sci: Understanding

Explains how an introduced or removed variable 
or disruption affects the steps, stage, 
components, or outcome of a process

Explains the relationship(s) between and/or 
among the steps, stages, or components

Describes the step, stage or component Identifies component parts of a process or 
concept

31 Scientific Inquiry Classify and explain phenomena 
found in real-world contexts.

Phenomena (Sci): Real-
World Applications

Connects and relates knowledge across various 
scales, concepts, and representations in and 
across domains.

Explains the cause/effect/implication of the 
phenomenon, including the relationship between 
experimental results and larger concepts, 
processes, or theories

Classifies and describes instances of scientific 
processes, concepts, etc. found in real-world 
phenomenon

 Describes instances of scientific processes, 
concepts, etc. found in real-world phenomenon

32 Scientific Inquiry Create visual representations and/or 
models of scientific concepts and 
processes.

Modeling (Sci): Creating 
Models

Illustrates the impact/effects of a change or 
disruption to one or more components of the 
concept or process

Explains the relationship(s) between and/or 
among the steps, stages, or components of the 
model

Creates a complete and accurate representation 
of the process or concept

Creates a partial or incomplete representation of 
the process or concept

33 Global Communication and 
Understanding

Contextualize and compare 
perspectives. 

Gbl Perspectives: 
Contextualization

Explains the significance of a perspective about a 
historical/social/political/ cultural situation 
and/or event 

Describe the context surrounding a historical / 
social / political / cultural situation and/ or event

Describes a perspective about a 
historical/social/political/cultural situation, 
and/or event

Identifies a perspective about a 
historical/social/political/cultural situation, 
and/or event

34 Global Communication and 
Understanding

Contextualize and compare 
perspectives. 

Gbl Perspectives: 
Comparing

Explains the significance and/or relevance of 
multiple perspectives about a 
historical/social/political/ cultural situation 
and/or event.

Explains the difference of multiple perspectives 
about a historical/social/political/ cultural 
situation and/or event.

Identifies two or more perspectives about an 
event and put them side by side

35 Global Communication and 
Understanding

Analyze current events, including 
through cultural comparison.

Current Events: 
Connections

Explains the significance of the event in relation 
to other relevant events and or cultures

Explains the significance of the event Explains a similarity or difference between this 
event and another related event

Describes the event.
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36 Global Communication and 

Understanding
Draw conclusions about political, 
social, economic, and geographic 
developments.

Social Science: 
Developments

Explains the significance and/or implications of 
political, social, economic, and/or geographic 
development

Identifies and describes a political, social, 
economic, or geographic development

37 Global Communication and 
Understanding

Draw conclusions about political, 
social, economic, and geographic 
developments.

Social Science: 
Interactions

Explain the significance or implications of 
cause/effect relationships about political, social, 
economic, and/or geographic interactions

Explains cause/effect relationships of political, 
social, economic, of geographic developments

Identifies causes and/or effects of  political, 
social, economic, or geographic developments.

38 Global Communication and 
Understanding

Draw conclusions about political, 
social, economic, and geographic 
developments.

Social Science: 
Comparisons

Explains the implications of political, social, 
economic, or geographic patterns over time.

Explains the significance of the similarities and 
differences between two or more political, social, 
economic,  or geographic developments.

Identifies and describes characteristics of  
political, social, economic, or geographic 
developments

39 Global Communication and 
Understanding

Analyze geographic patterns and 
spatial relationships.

Geographic  Thinking: 
Patterns

Explains the significance or implications of a 
pattern of geographic and/or spatial 
relationships.

Explains similarities and differences between at 
least two relationships between geography and 
humans.

Describes the relationship between physical 
geography and peoples.

Identifies, describes, and/or  illustrates a 
geographic concept

40 Global Communication and 
Understanding

Communicate ideas effectively in 
written and spoken discourse in a 
second language to a variety of 
audiences demonstrating cultural 
sensitivity and understanding while 
emulating native speakers.

Biliteracy: Second Lang 
Proficiency

Speakers at the Superior level are able to communicate with 
accuracy and fluency in order to participate fully and effectively 
in conversations on a variety of topics in formal and informal 
settings from both concrete and abstract perspectives. They 
discuss their interests and special fields of competence, explain 
complex matters in detail, and provide lengthy and coherent 
narrations, all with ease, fluency, and accuracy. They present 
their opinions on a number of issues of interest to them, such 
as social and political issues, and provide structured arguments 
to support these opinions. They are able to construct and 
develop hypotheses to explore alternative possibilities. When 
appropriate, these speakers use extended discourse without 
unnaturally lengthy hesitation to make their point, even when 
end- gaged in abstract elaborations. Such discourse, while 
coherent, may still be influenced by language patterns other 
than those of the target language. Superior-level speakers 
employ a variety of interactive and discourse strategies, such as 
turn-taking and separating main ideas from supporting 
information through the use of syntactic, lexical, and phonetic 
devices. Speakers at the Superior level demonstrate no pattern 
of error in the use of basic structures, although they may make 
sporadic errors, particu- larly in low-frequency structures and in 
complex high-frequency structures. Such errors, if they do 

In a second language, engage in conversation in a clearly 
participatory manner in order to communicate information 
on autobiographical topics, as well as topics of community, 
national, or international interest. The topics are handled 
concretely by means of narration and description in the 
major times frames of past, present, and future. These 
speakers can also deal with a social situa- tion with an 
unexpected complication. The language of Advanced-level 
speakers is abundant, the oral paragraph being the measure 
of Advanced-level length and discourse. Advanced-level 
speakers have sufficient control of basic structures and 
generic vocabulary to be understood by native speakers of 
the language, including those unaccustomed to non-native 
speech.  (ACTFL - Advanced)

Speakers at the Intermediate level are distinguished 
primarily by their ability to create with the language when 
talking about family- iar topics related to their daily life. They 
are able to recombine learned material in order to express 
personal meaning. Intermediate- level speakers can ask 
simple questions and can handle a straightforward survival 
situation. They produce sentence-level language, ranging 
from discrete sentences to strings of sentences, typically in 
present time. Intermediate-level speakers are understood 
by interlocutors who are accustomed to dealing with non-
native learners of the language. (ACTFL-Intermediate)

Novice-level speakers can communicate short messages on 
highly predictable, everyday topics that affect them directly. 
They do so primarily through the use of isolated words and 
phrases that have been encountered, memorized, and 
recalled. Novice-level speak- ers may be difficult to 
understand even by the most sympathetic interlocutors 
accustomed to non-native speech. (ACTFL-Novice) 

41 Global Communication and 
Understanding

Apply effective interpersonal skills 
appropriate for the social or 
professional context

Interpersonal 
Communication: 
Behaviors

Applies strategic and effective communication 
skills (greetings, manners, dress, body language, 
topics) and adjusts, adapts, and responds 
appropriately and effectively in real time based 
on contextual, verbal and nonverbal cues

Applies effective  communication skills 
(greetings, manners, dress, body, language, 
topics) appropriate for the specific situation or 
context

Applies some but not all  effective 
communication skills (greetings, manners, body 
language, topics) appropriate to the situation

42 Creating, Performing, 
Designing, and Engineering

Convey an idea, message, or theme 
through original works or creations of 
art (literature, visual art, music, 
dance, drama)

Intent and Purpose: Idea 
and Message

Conveys  idea and perspective or thematic 
message about a subject or topic through an 
original work

Conveys an idea  about the subject or topic  
through an original work

Presents a literal depiction of a subject or topic

43 Creating, Performing, 
Designing, and Engineering

Apply theories and principles when 
creating, performing, designing, or 
engineering.

 Theories and Principles 
(Arts): Application

Purposefully / intentionally selects elements and 
applies principles to convey the message, idea, 
or theme

Integrates principles, elements, and theories to 
create a work

Uses principles, elements, theories to create a 
work

44 Creating, Performing, 
Designing, and Engineering

Perform, present, or publish works of 
art (literature, visual art, music, 
dance, drama). 

Performance/Production
: Interpretation

While performing individually or as a group, can 
actively make adjustments in real time ; applies 
one's personal style to another's work

Interprets the work through performance; 
Demonstrates an understanding of the creator's 
intent and/or message through the performance

Understands and applies skills needed to provide 
a professional and engaging experience.

Delivers a rehearsed, memorized performance or 
routine with minimal error.

45 Creating, Performing, 
Designing, and Engineering

Apply recursive processes that 
emphasize practice and persistence 
and that incorporate collaboration, 
iteration, critique, reflection, and 
revision. 

Process (Arts): 
Persistence

Plans, develops, and creates, allowing time for 
and seeks feedback from others with experience 
and understands when the work or product in 
finished

Persists to accomplish the task in within the 
allotted time; able to make minor adjustments to 
complete the task

Develops and implements a planned and linear 
process to complete the task

Follows a prescribed timeline and/or process

46 Creating, Performing, 
Designing, and Engineering

Apply recursive processes that 
emphasize practice and persistence 
and that incorporate collaboration, 
iteration, critique, reflection, and 
revision. 

Process (Arts): Reflection Evalutes and strategically applies feedback and 
reflection to achieve purpose or intent

Explains advantages and disadvantages of 
potential revisions

Identifying areas of improvement within their 
work and/or group's work, providing some 
feedback for growth.

47 Creating, Performing, 
Designing, and Engineering

Design innovative and creative 
solutions (products, algorithms, 
program code, lighting designs, stage 
sets) that solve a problem or achieve 
a purpose.

Innovations: Solutioning Designs an innovative and create solution that 
achieves the goal or purpose.

Identifies potential solutions to achieve the goal 
or purpose

Identifies  requirements in order to achieve the 
goal or solution

States the problem

48 Humanities Read/view/listen to, analyze, and 
interpret a work of art (literature, 
music, visual art, drama, dance).

Analysis:  Interpretation 
of Artistic Works

Explains the significance of the creator's 
purpose/theme by connecting the idea/theme to 
other works, historical events, current events, 
etc.

Identifies and describes the purpose/theme of 
the work and explains the effect and / or how 
the details, elements, or attributes  convey that 
idea/theme.

Names or identifies examples of the elements 
and/or conventions 

Summarizes or describes the details, elements, 
attributes of a work (literal)
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49 Humanities Explain the historical and cultural 

significance of a work of art 
(literature, music, visual art, drama, 
dance).

Appreciation: Hist and 
Cultural Conn of Arts

Explains significance or implications  of a work 
within a historical or cultural context 

Explains or justifies how a work of art fits into a 
historical or cultural context

Describes the historical or cultural context of a 
work

Identifies the historical or cultural context of a 
work

50 Humanities Draw conclusions about historical and 
cultural developments.

Historical Developments; 
Contextualization

Explains the significance and/or implications of a 
historical and/or cultural development within a 
context

Explains how the historical and/or cultural 
context impacts the development, event, or 
process.

Identifies and describes the historical  and/or 
cultural context for an event, development or 
process 

Identifies and describes a historical and/or 
cultural development

51 Humanities Draw conclusions about historical and 
cultural developments.

Historical Developments: 
Patterns

Explains the implications of historical and/or 
cultural patterns over time.

Explains the significance of the similarities and 
differences between two or more historical 
and/or cultural developments.

Identifies and describes characteristics of  two or 
more related historical and/or cultural 
developments

52 Civic Engagement, 
Entrepreneurship, and Financial 
Literacy

Analyze and evaluate economic,  
financial, and consumer options and 
choices.

Financial Literacy States an economic or financial choice and 
provides a rationale for that choice that accounts 
for multiple options and their implications, 
limitations, and benefits.

States an economic, financial, or consumer  
choice and provides a rationale that takes into 
account implications

Identifies limitations and/ or benefits of an 
economic, financial, or consumer choice 

States a economic, financial, or consumer choice 
and provides a rationale without considering 
options, alternatives, or implications.

53 Civic Engagement, 
Entrepreneurship, and Financial 
Literacy

Apply political and economic theories, 
perspectives, and models in authentic 
contexts in order to make sound 
economic and financial decisions. 

Pol and Econ: Theories 
and Models

Explains the implications of political and/or 
economic theories, perspectives, and/or models 
in context.

Explains and exemplifies  political and/or 
economic theories, perspectives, and/or models.

Describes and exemplifies principles of political 
and/or economic theories and perspectives.

Describes and applies principles of civics

54 Fitness and Wellness Analyze choices and behavior on 
fitness, physical and mental health,  
and emotional wellbeing.

Choices and Behaviors: 
Fitness and Wellness

States  a choice/behavior and provides a 
rationale about fitness, physical and mental 
health, and emotional wellbeing that accounts 
for multiple options and their implications, 
limitations, and benefits.

States  a choice/behavior and provides a 
rationale about fitness, physical and mental 
health, and emotional wellbeing that takes into 
account implications

Identifies limitations and/ or benefits of a 
choice/behavior and provides a rationale about 
fitness, physical and mental health, and 
emotional wellbeing.

States a choice/behavior and provides a rationale 
about fitness, physical and mental health, and 
emotional wellbeing.

55 Fitness and Wellness Participate in activities that promote 
lifelong physical activity and 
wellness. 

Lifetime Fitness and 
Wellness

Regularly participate in a variety of activities and 
explain significance that promote lifelong physical 
activity and wellness.

Participates in activities that promote lifelong 
physical activity and wellness.

Identify basic fitness principles that promote fitness 
and wellness.

56 Fitness and Wellness Demonstrate individual strategies 
and effective teamwork. 

Personal and Social 
Responsibility

Demonstrate and leads others in conflict resolution, 
collaboration, and teamwork strategies using social 
responsibility in a variety of activities regularly.

Demonstrates teamwork and strategies in an 
individual role that incorporate social responsibility 
in most activities.

Executes strategies that incorporates social 
responsibilities in some situations. 

Inconsistent teamwork and strategy work with 
personal and social responsibility.


